
Name:	  ___________________________________________	  

Pick a Box, Any Box 
(Except not any box, because there are very specific boxes you 

need to choose from) 
 

Directions: You must pick one of the three assignments in each row. This means 
that you will be completing three assignments. Please circle the assignments you 
plan to do. 

 
Depicting Imagery 

 
Steinbeck uses imagery 
throughout this novel. Pick one 
scene – except the first – and 
use Steinbeck’s descriptions to 
draw a picture of it. 
Underneath your image, quote 
and cite the words you used 
from the novel. 

 
Gingerbread Characters 

 
Using one of the paper-man 
cutouts, pick one character 
and draw them the way that 
they are described in the 
novel. You must find quotes 
that use all five of the 
characterization techniques in 
order to complete your 
gingerbread character. 

 
Plot Mapping 

 
Using all of the parts of plot 
(exposition, rising action, climax, 
falling action, resolution), create 
a plot diagram for Of Mice and 
Men. Each part must be clearly 
labeled and have a short 
summary of its section.  You 
should be creative in how you 
approach “decorating” your plot 
diagram. 

 
“Play”-ing Around 

 
For this assignment, you must 
pick any scene from the novel 
and turn it into a play. This 
means that you will have one 
page to write out stage 
directions, turn the dialogue into 
emotive lines, and create the 
same feeling that Steinbeck 
does in his novel. 

 
Who Are We to Writing, George? 

 
For this assignment, you must 
write a letter (2-3 well-
developed paragraphs) to 
George Milton about the 
ending of this novel. Using 
evidence from the text, you 
can answer questions like: did 
George do the right thing? Did 
Lennie deserve to die? Should 
George have been the one to 
shoot him? 

 
A More Satisfying Ending 

 
Were you unhappy with the 
ending of this novel? Well, this 
assignment will give you the 
chance to rewrite it. In no more 
than one 8.5x11 page, you must 
rewrite how the story ends after 
George finds Lennie in the brush. 

 
Proposing a Purpose 

 
When looking at this novel, there 
are clear themes that are 
developed throughout it. For this 
extended response, your job is 
to take one of those themes 
and argue the point that you 
think Steinbeck was trying to 
make. 

 
Moody, Ironic Imagery 

 
Steinbeck uses the beginning 
of his chapters to set a certain 
mood. For this extended 
response, you must discuss 
how he uses imagery and 
mood to create ironic 
moments. 

 
Looking Ahead 

 
When reading through this novel 
for a second time, it is clear that 
Steinbeck uses foreshadowing to 
hint at the ending scenes. For this 
extended response, you must 
trace two different examples of 
foreshadowing throughout the 
novel and explain how they help 
develop the ending. 

  



Name:	  ___________________________________________	  

P.A.B, A.B. Rubric 
Criteria Points 

Earned 
Points 

Possible 
Visual Assignment 
 
Were you creative in your approach to this section of the project? Is 
your final product colorful? Is it clear what is going on? Is everything 
labeled appropriately? Do you have cited evidence from the text to 
clearly connect your work to the novel? 
 

  
 
 

10 

Creative Assignment 
 
Were you able to make a clear distinction between your work and 
the author’s work? OR Were you able to make a clear argument to 
George on whether or not he did the right thing? Did you stay “true” 
to the novel? 
 

  
 
 

15 

Written Assignment 
 
Did your work begin with a clearly stated thesis? Did your extended 
response meet all of the criteria (length, citations from the novel, 
etc.)? Did you thoroughly explain all of your evidence, and did you 
methodically use the literary devices as a way of explaining parts of 
the novel? Does your response make sense stylistically? Did you use 
higher-level vocabulary words and complicated sentence structure? 
 

  
 
 
 
 

20 

Grammar 
 
Is your work grammatically correct? Are your citations done correctly? 
 

  
 

5 
Formatting 
 
Is your work formatted correctly? Are your written responses typed 
and submitted online? Do they all meet the length requirements? 
 

  
 

5 
Use of Class Time 
 
Were you focused on the tasks at hand? Did you use your classroom 
resources well? Did you ask questions when you needed to? 
 

  
5 

TOTAL  60 



Name:	  ___________________________________________	  

Pick a Box, Any Box 
Outline 

 
Visual Assignment – If you plan on doing Row 1, Box 1, you do not have to 
complete the outline for this section. 

What will this be 
used for? 

Quoted, Cited Evidence Why use this piece of evidence? 

   

   

   

   

 

Creative Assignment – If you plan on doing Row 2, Box 2, please skip ahead to 
the next outline. 

How do you plan on beginning your rewrite? (For example, do you plan on using a description of what is 
going on [imagery/stage directions]? Do you plan on starting off with dialogue?) What might that look 
like? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What characters are being used in your rewrite? How might you go about writing their character so that 
you can be true to the characters that Steinbeck created? 
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Creative Assignment – This will be the space to outline for Row 2, Box 2. 
Your first reason for writing a letter to George: 
 
 
Cited evidence to support 
this claim: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is this evidence telling him? How does this evidence justify the 
reason you’ve stated? 

Your second reason for writing a letter to George: 
 
 
Cited evidence to support 
this claim: 

What is this evidence telling him? How does this evidence justify the 
reason you’ve stated? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your third reason for writing a letter to George: 
 
 
Cited evidence to support 
this claim: 

What is this evidence telling him? How does this evidence justify the 
reason you’ve stated? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pick two of these reasons, then write them as a thesis statement: 
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Written Assignment 
 
Define the literary device(s) that your chosen assignment focuses on: 
 
 
 
 

What claim are you trying to make for this extended response? 
 
 
 
 
Cited evidence to support 
this claim: 

What is this evidence telling your 
reader about? 

How does this evidence connect 
back to your original claim? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cited evidence to support 
this claim: 

What is this evidence telling your 
reader about? 

How does this evidence connect 
back to your original claim? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cited evidence to support 
this claim: 

What is this evidence telling your 
reader about? 

How does this evidence connect 
back to your original claim? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Try to create a thesis statement for your extended response: 


